AMERICAN SPIRIT ACADEMY

EL CHRISTIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

TUITION POLICIES AND AGREEMENT

The  2011-12  tuition is as follows:






1st child

2nd child

3rd child



Preschool

  $850
 
 $850

$850
  
  




Kindergarten

 $4,500

$4,000

$4,000



Elementary gr. 1-4
 
 $4,500

$4,000

$4,000



Middle School gr. 5-8 
 $4,500

$4,000

$4,000



High School gr. 9-12
 $5,000

$4,500

$4,500

*All additional children from the same family are free.

* Pastors may request an application for a 40% tuition credit.  Call the school office for details.

K – 12 Scholarship Program

1. All students are eligible to receive a scholarship that will be credited to their tuition obligation for up to $1,300 for elementary tuition, and $1,700 for high school tuition. 

2. The scholarship will be granted for participation in the school service program that will help offset expenses and/or provide services benefiting the school. 
3. Each family must apply for the scholarship during the annual application process or prior to the start of the school year. Upon approval of the scholarship application the family will be committed to a specific number of service credit points. 

4. If the family does not meet their service obligation the outstanding service points will be converted to dollars and billed to the family at the end of the annual billing cycle. Each service point equals $65. 

5. Families receiving a pastor discounts are also eligible to participate in the scholarship program 

School Service Program

Family involvement in the education of their children has proven to provide large dividends toward the student’s spiritual and academic success. Therefore it is the desire of the American Spirit Academy for the family of every child to be engaged in their child’s education through the school service program.

It is also recognized that families may incur a financial sacrifice to send their child to the American Spirit Academy. Therefore scholarships will be provided to every family that wishes to participate.

1. Service credit points are earned through performing a specific function that engages a family with their children, adds value to the operation of the school, and/or contributes to reducing operating costs.

A. 22 maximum points = $1,300 for a (K- 8) scholarship

B. 29 maximum points = $1,700 for a high school scholarship

2. A maximum of 87 service credit points is set for families that have more than one child attending the school

Earned service credit points beyond the scholarship limits cannot be transferred, carried over from year to year, or used to further reduce the tuition rates. 
3. At the beginning of the school year each family will register for service activities that will be  provided on a list of activities and the service point.
4. “Forgiveness” of this obligation may be necessary in cases of extreme hardship, extenuating circumstances, or ASA’s failure to provide enough service opportunities. In those cases the family should appeal to the Board of Education.

Tuition Payment Options

Scholarships will be granted prior to the due date of the first payment. If the family does not meet their service obligation by the end of the annual billing cycle, the outstanding service points will be converted to dollars and billed to the family. Each service point equals $65. 

Tuition is to be paid in full in advance at the beginning of the year, the beginning of each semester, or nine, ten, or eleven equal monthly payments ending on May 20, 2012  

Families paying in full or by semester will make payments directly to the school.  All other families will pay their tuition through an automatic bank withdrawal program, MASTERCARD, or DISCOVER CARD through FACTS Tuition Management.  There is a $38 fee for this service.  Tuition contracts will be signed.  All tuition must be paid in full by May 20, 2012
Parents are responsible for monthly tuition payments whether or not your child is in attendance during a particular month.  Tuition to ELCS will not be refunded.

A late fee of $25 will be assessed to accounts missing the beginning of the Semester or the FACTS withdraw date.  There is a 10-day period required by FACTS to make any changes to accounts.  There will be a $25 fee for checks returned NSF (non-sufficient funds).  All late fees and NSF fees are deducted from an account before tuition payments are deducted.  No postdated checks will be accepted.  

It is expected that those who enroll their children in EL Christian Studies will be faithful in meeting the payments.  Those who become delinquent (more than 30 days behind) will be placed on a payment program or asked to withdraw.  Refusal to pay tuition will result in dismissal of the student from the school.  Families should not request school records be forwarded until all tuition and other fees are paid in cash, money order, or certified funds.  Report cards will be withheld during a given grading period if tuition payments, book fees, and late fees are not current.  

Families experiencing financial difficulty should contact the school office immediately.
Possession of/Threat of/Use of Weapons

I. Introduction

The EL Christian Studies considers student possession of/use of/or threat of the use of weapons as a serious offense and will not tolerate such by students on school property, at school events, or any other time while under the school's jurisdiction.  Statements made by a student claiming or boasting of a weapon at school or school event will be dealt with in the same manner as a "threat" below.

II. Student Action

Students who possess a weapon or who carry, exhibit, display, or threaten any of these items apparently capable of producing bodily harm in a manner which, under the circumstances, manifests an intent to intimidate another or warrants alarm for the safety of others shall be subject to discipline up to and including expulsion for a period of one calendar year.  Any such expulsion shall extend, as necessary, into the school year following the school year in which the incident occurred.  After review, the Discipline Committee may recommend to the Board of Education a reduction of the expulsion, which must be supported by mitigating circumstances.  Said reduction must be supported by a three-fourths majority of the entire Board.  In the absence of such affirmative vote, the one year expulsion will remain in effect.

Students are also prohibited from bringing knives on school property, in a school vehicle, or to any school-sponsored activity.  The definition of a knife includes, but is not limited to a cutting instrument consisting of a sharp blade fastened to a handle.  If a student brings a knife on school property, in a school vehicle, or to any school-sponsored activity, the Principal may, if authorized by the Board, expel the student from school, with the same expulsion implications as noted above.

The Board may extend the right to expel a student for reasons beyond the possession of a firearm or knife.  Students who possess or use other dangerous weapons, which are defined but not limited to metal knuckles, straight razors, explosives, noxious irritation or poisonous gases, poisons, drugs or other items possessed with the intent to use, sell, harm, threaten or harass students, staff members, parents or community members, may also be subject to expulsion under this policy.

III.  Definition

"Possession" includes, but is not limited to, having a weapon on school property or at a school-sponsored event located: (a) in a space assigned to a student such as a locker or desk; (b) on the student's person or property (such as on the student's body, in his/her clothing, purse, backpack, gym bag or vehicle); or (c) under the student's control or accessible or available, such as hidden by the student.

"Threat" includes, but is not limited to: (a) a statement of personal bodily harm with a weapon; (b) a statement indicating friends or acquaintances with weapons who will commit bodily harm; (c) or the statement of possessing a weapon at school or a school function.

A "weapon" includes, but is not limited to: (a) a firearm, which is a weapon or device from which a projectile may be fired by an explosive; or (b) an air gun, which includes any air pistol or air rifle, designed to propel a BB, pellet, or other projectile by discharge of compressed air, carbon dioxide or other gas, or any items which appear to be realistic firearms or air guns; or (c) a slung shot, which is a piece of metal, or a stone fastened to a short strap, chain or thong, used as a weapon; or (d) a sling shot, which is a forked piece of wood, metal, plastic or similar substance having an elastic band fastened to the prongs for shooting small stones and pebbles; or (e) a sand club, chains or metal knuckles; or (f) a device commonly know as "throwing stars", multi-pointed metal objects designed to embed upon impact; or (g) any knife which is a cutting or stabbing instrument with a sharp blade set in a handle; or (h) a dirk, which is a type of dagger; or (i) any device commonly known as "nunchucks" consisting of two or more lengths of wood, metal, plastic or similar substance connected with wire, rope or other means; or (j) a stun-gun; or(k) any explosive device including fireworks.

IV. Incident Reporting and Action

Any faculty member, staff member, or administrator with knowledge of "possession," "threat", or "use of weapons" as described above shall immediately report to the building principal/director/designee, who shall; (a) submit a report to the appropriate jurisdictional police authority, and (b) remove the involved student (s) from school pending full investigation by school and law enforcement authorities.

V. Denial of Admittance to Student under Expulsion from Another District

EL Christian Studies. will temporarily deny admittance to a student who has been expelled from another school district if the student's expulsion period in that district has not expired.  EL Christian Studies. will offer the student a hearing regarding the denial of admittance.

Students who violate this policy more than once will be recommended for permanent exclusion under Ohio law.

AMERICAN SPIRIT ACADEMY EL CHRISTIAN STUDIES

NETWORK/COMPUTER USE POLICY

2011-2012

PHILOSOPHY 

ASA-ELCS believes the use of technology and computers is a vital component of the educational process.  Therefore, all students, faculty, and staff are expected to use these tools and resources in an appropriate manner to further the educational process while glorifying our Lord. 

APPLICABILITY

The policy applies to all faculty, staff, students, and guests of ASA-ELCS.

GENERAL USER STANDARDS


Students


All students, preschool through 12th grade, shall have access to instructional software and data files. Access to the Internet shall be in a fully supervised environment (classroom teacher, designated teacher’s aid or designated parent present) and only through the school’s site-filtering software which may be modified by the Network Supervisor upon request and/or need.  In classes requiring students to have their own files, only data files are allowed (no application files such as games or utilities).  Students are not allowed to use the Internet in an unsupervised environment. 


Faculty/Staff

Access to the Internet shall only be through the school’s site-filtering software which may be modified by the Network Supervisor upon request and/or need. 


Guests of ASA-ELCS

Access to the computers and Internet may be granted by the Network Supervisor, under supervision, and only through the school’s site-filtering software. 

INTERNET ACCESS SOFTWARE AND TERMS

Internet access is only allowed through the proxy server and/or through the designated Gateway.  The Proxy Server can create a log, which may be printed and reviewed randomly by the Network Administrative Staff. Suspicious URL visits will be reviewed. 

Transmission of any material in violation of any U.S. or state regulation is prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to: copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, or material protected by trade secret. Use for product advertisement or political lobbying is not consistent with the purposes of the Net and is inappropriate.  Illegal activities are strictly prohibited. 

Violation of the following terms and conditions will result in the immediate loss of network services including, but not limited to the Internet, and could eliminate future access. 

-Copyright

Most software and much of the information posted on the Internet is copyrighted. Violations of software licensing agreements may constitute serious infractions of federal law and the violator may be subject to civil and/or criminal penalties. 


-Games 

Games are not to be installed or played on ASA-ELCS computers (including games brought from home).  This includes Microsoft installed games such as solitaire. The Internet is not to be used for the playing of games or participation in contests. Instructional games and game-like software used in the course of education and accompanied by an ASA-ELCS license is excluded from this prohibition.


-Music

Music is not to be downloaded, installed or played on ASA-ELCS computers, including web-based radio stations.  

Teachers may play music of their choice during a given class period.  (The only exception to this rule is when instructional reasons permit students to find music for a school-based project such as a PowerPoint presentation.)


-Desktop Themes/Screensavers/Cursors
No desktop themes, screensavers, or alternate cursors are to be downloaded or installed at any time on ASA-ELCS computers.  Desktop themes and screensavers are the number one cause of viruses on computers, thus all installation is prohibited.  This includes teacher computers, although teachers are permitted to change the picture on their desktop or be granted special permission to install a screen saver that is not obtained from the web.

NETWORK/INTERNET/EMAIL REGULATIONS

Students and untrained faculty/staff are not permitted use of ASA-ELCS Server computer. The server is used to provide all ASA-ELCS students, faculty and staff the opportunity to gain access to the Internet, and is only to be operated by Network Administrative Staff. In addition, students, or faculty/staff may not post information to the ASA-ELCS web site without the supervision/permission of the Network Administrative Staff. 

· The use of your account must be in support of education and research and consistent with the educational objectives of ASA-ELCS.  Do not give your password to anyone, or if given the option, change your password or the password of the computer you are operating on.

· No food, drink, or candy is to be consumed around school computers.

· Do not use or alter anyone else’s Internet account.

· Do not alter screen savers or desktop backgrounds unless your instructor gives you permission.   This includes downloading themes/pictures for background use.  These alterations must be restored to default at the end of the instructional class period.  

· Do not break in or attempt to break in to unauthorized files on this network, or any other computer network.

· Users are not permitted to use any type of instant messaging, chat rooms, blogs, social networking sites or any non-educational games (including on-line-gaming).

· Student users are not permitted to access any private email accounts (including Hotmail, etc.) from school computers.  Teachers may permit single use access to retrieve a document for class use.  Staff/faculty are permitted to access private emails in moderation, however discretion must be exercised to prevent viruses and spy ware from affecting faculty/staff computers.

· Do not create or share computer viruses.

· Do not destroy another person’s data.

· Do not monopolize the resources of the network by such things as running large programs and applications or sending large files over the network during the day.

· You are not permitted to get from or put onto the network any copyrighted material (including software) or threatening or obscene material.

· Purposefully annoying other Internet users, on or off the ASA-ELCS system is prohibited.

· Even though a student access to Internet sites is filtered, ASA-ELCS recognizes that this software is not absolutely capable of filtering all sites the school, parents, and/or students may deem as inappropriate.  Therefore, all users should report the knowledge of any such site reached through the ASA-ELCS access to the network supervisor, classroom teacher, or other administrator.  These sites will be blocked immediately as necessary.  Such sites include the content or portrayal of pornography, obscenity, or “hate sites.”

· As a user of this community system, users should notify the network supervisor of any violations of this contract taking place by other users or outside parties.  This may be done anonymously either to a teacher or administrator.

· Students will not reveal their names and personal information to, or establish relationships with “strangers” on the Internet, unless the communication has been coordinated by a parent or teacher.

· When sending educational related emails:

· Be polite.  Do not write or send abusive messages to others.

· Use appropriate language (this includes not using derogatory slang or computer shortcuts).

· Do not reveal your personal address, photos, or phone numbers, or those of other students, colleagues or faculty/staff.

Note that this educational approved electronic mail is not private.  People who operate the system do have access to this mail.  Messages relating to or in support of illegal activities will be reported to the authorities.

PERSONAL LAPTOPS/NETBOOKS

Students at the high school level are permitted to bring home Laptops/Netbooks to use for presentations or taking notes with permission of the teacher(s) in whose class they will be using the hardware.  The student must follow the same computer use policy with their Laptop/Netbook as they do with school provided computers (i.e. – no email, no facebook, myspace or twitter, no gaming, etc.).  ASA-ELCS is not responsible for damage or loss to these personal computers – students must understand that they are bringing them at their own risk, and should them secured during non-use times.

CONSEQUENCES OF REGULATION VIOLATIONS

The Network Supervisor may suspend or close an account at any time as required.  The administration, faculty, and staff of ASA-ELCS may also request the network supervisor to deny, revoke, or suspend specific user accounts.  Such measure would prevent accessing any network resources, including the Internet, educational e-mail, in-house databases, and/or any other resource located on the ASA-ELCS Network or individual computers.  ASA-ELCS takes seriously their responsibility to provide a safe, educational computer environment for their students.  Rules for computers will be posted in all rooms containing computers, and violations will be dealt with as follows:

1st Offense – Violations for infractions other that vandalism constitutes 2 full days of  

                     suspended privileges on any school computer – this includes use of computers 

                     during computer classes that student may be enrolled in.  (*** Note: No home 

                     laptop can be used at school during this time of suspended privilege.)   

2nd Offense – Violations for infractions other that vandalism constitutes 1 full week of  

                     suspended privileges on any school computer – this includes use of computers 

                     during computer classes that student may be enrolled in.  (*** Note: No home 

                     laptop can be used at school during this time of suspended privilege.)   

3rd Offense and following - Violations for infractions other that vandalism constitutes an  

                     additional week (i.e. 3 offenses – 3 weeks, 4 offenses – 4 weeks, etc.)

                     of suspended privileges on any school computer – this includes use of computers 

                     during computer classes that student may be enrolled in.  (*** Note: No home 

                     laptop can be used at school during this time of suspended privilege.)   

Vandalism Clause – Shall result in immediate cancellation of all privileges.  Vandalism is 

                      defined as any attempt to harm or destroy hardware, operating systems, or 

                      applications of another user.  This includes uploading or creating computer 

                      viruses.  The cancellation privilege is for the remainder of that school year.  

                      In addition, the administrators or board of ASA-ELCS may employ other actions 

                      as each case is reviewed individually.

INSTRUCTIONS:

Students/Parent’s of Students:     

     After reading the ASA-ELCS Network/Computer Use Policy, please check and sign the appropriate portion of the registration paperwork that applies to this policy. 

Dear Parents,  

If a nuclear incident at the Beaver Valley Power Station requires the evacuation of our students during the school day, you or someone designated by you will be required to come directly to ELCS and pick up your child.  Any students remaining in our building after 8:00 PM will be bussed to the Columbiana County Career Center located on State Route 45 near Lisbon.  Parents and legal guardians will be requested to pick up their children at this host school.  Emergency cancellations will be announced by the same method we use on snow days.  The stations to listen to are WFMJ TV 21 and WKBN TV 27 in Youngstown, and WTOV Channel 9 in Steubenville.  These arrangements have been set-up by the Emergency Management Agency of Columbiana County.  

Because our school is located outside the 10-mile Plume Exposure Pathway Zone (EPZ) students will remain in our building and under our care until you or your designee arrive.  Should there be a need for students to be transported to the Career Center at 8:00 PM they will be accompanied by our school personnel.  

We are concerned that any evacuation be safe and orderly, that accurate attendance be maintained, and that parents/guardians are reunited with students as quickly as possible.  Do not rush.  Keep school driveways and roads accessible.  Drive safely. Your child will be waiting for you under our supervision.

Children may only be released to parents or their designee. Please complete the attached form, designating who can pick up your child.

In order to insure the safety of all the children, we request the cooperation of all parents.    

Sincerely, 

Susan Mackall

Headmaster

Informational Sheet- Potassium Iodide (KI)

PURPOSE:
To enable parents and guardians to authorize the administration of 
Potassium Iodide to children during an emergency at the Beaver Valley Power Station while under school authority.

BACKGROUND:
Potassium Iodide is a stable compound of iodine in the form of a salt.  KI is useful for radiological emergency response; it can be taken orally to saturate the thyroid gland with non-radioactive iodine.  It blocks the gland’s ability to absorb radioactive iodine released following a nuclear reactor accident.  

EFFECTIVENESS:
A delay in taking KI will reduce or eliminate its effectiveness in blocking the uptake of radioactive iodine by the thyroid.  This increases the radiation dose to the thyroid, which increases the risk of thyroid cancer.  KI is about 95% effective in blocking radio- iodine deposition in the thyroid if taken several hours before, during, or immediately after inhalation or ingestion.  The effectiveness of KI drops to about 50% when taken about 4 hours after exposure.  After about eight hours from exposure, the ability to block radio iodine is essentially nonexistent.


KI is only effective against radio iodine and provides no protection from other inhaled or ingested mixed fission products that are also released during a nuclear power plant loss of containment accident.  KI provides no protection against the external radiation exposure from an airborne release of radioactive material, or from radioactive material that has fallen to the ground.  Prolonged external radiation exposure dose can cause serious health consequences. 

SENSITIVITY:
The administration of KI at thyroid blocking doses is generally safe for most adults and children if taken in appropriate doses for only a few days.  Potential side effects of KI are small.  However, persons with known iodine-sensitive conditions should avoid KI.  The guidance from the FDA indicated that iodine sensitive conditions include dermatitis associated with complications of celiac disease, Graves’ disease, enlargement of the thyroid, auto-immune thyroiditis, and inflammation of the blood vessels due to lack of immune response mechanism in the blood.

Immunization Summary for Child Care, Head Start, Pre-School and School Attendance

	 VACCINES 
	FALL 2011 
IMMUNIZATIONS FOR CHILD CARE/HEAD START AND PRE-SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
	FALL 2011 
IMMUNIZATIONS 
FOR SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

	DTaP/DTP/DTTdap/Td 
Diphtheria, 

Tetanus, 

Pertussis 
	4 doses of DTaP, DTP, or DT or any combination. 
	Kindergarten 
5 doses of DTaP, DTP, or DT, or any combination, if the fourth dose was administered prior to the 4th birthday 

Grades 1-12 
3-4 doses of DTaP, DTP, DT or Td or any combination. 

Grades 7-8 
1 dose of Tdap or Td vaccine must be administered prior to entry. 

	POLIO 
	3 doses of OPV or IPV or any combination of OPV or IPV. 
	K-1 
A minimum of 3 doses. The final dose must have been given on or after the 4th birthday, regardless of the number of previous doses; 4 doses if a combination of OPV and IPV was administered. 

Grades 2-12 
4 doses if a combination of OPV and IPV was administered. 

4 doses of all OPV or all IPV is required if the third dose of either vaccine was administered prior to the 4th birthday. 

	MMR 
Measles, 

Mumps, 

Rubella 
	1 dose of MMR administered on or after the first birthday 
	K-12 
2 doses of MMR. Dose 1 must be administered on or after the first birthday. The second dose must be administered at least 

28 days after dose 1. 

	Hib 
Haemophilus 
Influenzae 
Type b 
	3 or 4 doses depending on the vaccine type, the age when the child began the 1st dose and the last dose must be after 12 months 

or 
1 dose if given on or after 15 months of age 
	None 

	HEP B 
Hepatitis B 
	3 doses of Hepatitis B 
	K-12 
3 doses of Hepatitis B. The second dose must be administered at least 28 days after the first dose. The third dose must be given at least 16 weeks after the first dose and at least 8 weeks after the second dose. The last dose in the series (third or fourth dose), must not be administered before age 24 weeks. 

	Varicella 
(Chickenpox) 
	None 
	K-1 
2 doses of varicella vaccine must be administered prior to entry. 

Grade 2-5 
1 dose of varicella vaccine must be administered on or after the first birthday. 


 NOTES: 
· The 4 day “grace” period applies to all age and interval minimums. If MMR and Varicella are not given on the same day, the doses must be separated by at least 28 days with no grace period. 
· The Tdap and Varicella requirements will be progressive. 
· Only full doses of vaccine using proper intervals shall be counted as valid doses. 
· For additional information please refer to the Ohio Administrative Code 5101:2-12-37 for Child Care, Head Start, Pre-School and the Ohio Revised Code 3313.67 and 3313.671 for School Attendance. These documents list required and recommended immunizations and indicate exemptions to immunizations. 
· Please contact the Ohio Department of Health Immunization Program at (800) 282-0546 or (614) 466-4643 with questions or concerns. 
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