ENGLISH 401 SYLLABUS

BRITISH LITERATURE

WARNING!  You are about to embark on the study of British Literature.  If you thought early American Literature was difficult, well. . .Let’s just say the Brits are rather wordy.(  Not to worry, however.  We will tackle this together and have a great time doing it, because you are a great group of  kids.

We will begin the year with a writing workshop, reviewing the skills you learned last year--mainly the use of sentence variety.  We will start with the typical formats; personal narrative, informative, comparison/contrast, and persuasive.  We will then move on to critiques as we study various approaches to analyzing literature. Learning to critique is important because you will be doing that sort of assignment in college.   

One of the strategies we will study is a Biblical approach to critiquing literature.  Allusions to the Bible have permeated literature throughout the ages, and not always in a negative sense.  How fitting to see Biblical influence on literature, and actually be able to discuss it.

Among the literature we will be studying is:

· Beowulf




The Pilgrim’s Progress

· Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Everyman

· Canterbury tales



Macbeth

· British Poets




Pygmalion

Please note that with everything we read, you will be writing some sort of essay to go along with it.

We will also read A Tale of Two Cities and possibly another book; Wuthering Heights, Jane Eyre, or Frankenstein.  You WILL be writing a major essay on the novel.

Finally, you will be writing a 6-10 page research paper. 

In regard to supplies for this class, you will need a 3-prong folder with pockets plus loose –leaf paper, a thesaurus to use at home, note cards and a box to hold those note cards in

Yes, this class will be challenging, but you are Seniors, ready to tackle new adventures.  I have total confidence in your ability to meet these challenges.  We’re gonna’ have a great year, and move some mountains along the way.  

